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it (Mission)
Our mission is to facilitate the creation of a discrimination-free

working environment for all female civil servants in Bangladesh.

&= (Vision)
Discrimination-free working environment that brings gender

equity into the Bangladesh Civil Service with equal opportunities
for all female civil servants.

WESUEN (Objectives)

o Facilitate Government initiatives for creating a
discrimination —free working environment for all female
civil servants;

& Provide policy recommendations to the Government for
ensuring gender equity in the Civil Service;

¢ Impart professional excellence in members;

4 Enhance the capacity of members;

+ Play an active role in implementing the commitments of the
Government on gender-related issues under different
international agreements and protocols.
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Technological evolution of
Forensic DNA Profiling

DNA profiling, one of the great discoveries of the late 20th
century, has revolutionized forensic investigations. Forensic DNA
analysis which belps 1o convict criminals, exonerates the wrongly
accused, and dentify victims of ¢rime, disasters, and war, Current
standard methods is based on short tandem repeats (STRs) as well
as lincage markers (Y chromosome, mitochondrial DNA)ag. The

term DNA fingerprinting - or genetic [ingerprinting - is applied to
thescientific process whereby samples of DNA are collected,
collated and used to match other samples of DNA, which may

_alll —



. ] |
have been found at the scene of a cnime.

DNA forensic lab in CID started their jouney in August, 2011
through a project. Then it took its first cases from netrokons in
I15th January, 2014. Now a day's DNA lab is working with the
vital cases like Murder, patemity testing, rape, matching, dead
body identification. Honorable Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
inaugurated this lab in 23rd January 2017, In 2018 High Court has
come up with 18 guide lines for ensuring protection and justice for
the victims. It has written here that DNA tests must be conducted
in all rape or sexual assault cases, and the DNA and other samples

should be sent to lab within 48 hours of the occurrences. After
thisorder the number of cases gradually increasing day by day. In
2014 DNA Lab has received 205 cases and after the ending of
2019 it is 1893. So huge number of cases are

increasing as well as sample also.

FORENSIC DNA LABORATORY OF BANGLADESH POLICE CID

Number of cases from 2014 to 2019

Typeof 2004 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 Total

(upto
29.12.19)
Rape o0 123 151 270 511 023 26K
Paternity 31 9% 112 148 220 310 919
DBI 64 1S3 221 290 362 579 1669

Maiching 20 25 40 41 49 S8 233
m 208 R 524 T49 1142 1870 4RK9

DNA profiling can be used to determine paternity (comparing
DNA of offspring against potential fathers) and also in forensic
investigations (identifying suspects or victims based on crime-
scene DNA) to get evidence 10 be used in a court case. DNA
paternity testing is the use of DNA profiles 10 determine whether
P an individual is the biological parent of another individual,
Paternity testing ¢an be especially important when the nghts and
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*  duties of the father are in issuc and a child’s paternity is in doubt
- In case of dead body identification case we demand for claimer
from concerned people so that we can casily do matches among

the collected sample.

DNA is unique. Because it is unique, the ability to examine DNA
found at a crime scene is a very useful forensic tool. Through this
technology Bangladesh police is getting a good mvestigation tool.
A powerful criminal justice tool: deoxynibonucleic acid, or DNA.
DNA evidence provided a major breakthrough in a series of crimes
that had remained unsolved for years. DNA can be used to identify
criminals with incredible accuracy when biological evidence
exists. By the same token, DNA can be used to clear suspects and
exonerate persons mistakenly accused or convicted of crimes, In
all, DNA technology 15 increasingly vital to ensuring accuracy and
fairness in the criminal justice system.

Sveda sharmin Akter
ASP
DNA Laboratory of Bangladesh Police CID
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Sexual Harassment by known Suspect:
Vulnerable Children

Sexual harassment of children by middle aged known suspect has
emerged as the most pressing and intractable social problem across
regional, social and cultural boundaries. The practice of sexual
harassment against children is deeply embedded in the social
structure of Bangladesh and it has put child’s lives at risk almost
all parts of the country. Over the past few years, we could not
prevent this type of homific crime which is modified into new
dimensions day by day. It has been one of the major psyco-social
and physical problems that affect the lives of many children
especially in Dhaka Metropolitan areas. Throughout the last
decade, a number of pathetic cases about the sexual harassment of
children by middle aged known suspect have profoundly drawn
the attention to think about the negative effects of it on the family
and society in general as well as 1o make some efficient measures
against it.

Sexual harassment of children is recognized as a serious human
rights violation and a pervasive public health problem that
concerns all sectors of society. It is a common and insidious
phenomenon in Bangladesh. Now a days children (age below 14)
are victimized by their middle aged known suspect (age above 40)
such as father, stepfather, grandfather, uncle, cousin, neighbor,
teacher, doctor etc. Sexual harassment of children varies from time
to time, place to plice and people to people in varying degrees.
For many reasons children are targets of extreme forms of sexual
harassment by middle aged suspect such as incest, rape,
humiliation, molestation, stalking ctc. Middle aged known suspect
not only molests girl children but also boy children. Sometimes
these suspects use growing children as like "Sugar/Honey Daddy’
with the drama of helping them financially or others.

Sexual harassment of children affects all spheres of a children's |
life = their confidence, productivity and capacity to care for /.
themselves, and subsequently also their overall health and quality i
of life. Children who stay in this situation develops may long term
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psychological issues that are difficult to overcome. These children
eventually become very frustrated and submissive and lose the
sense of what we call self. The adverse effects of sexuval
harassment of children can be very long-lasting. People who have
been victimized by known suspect often suffer from depression,
anxiety, phobia, low self-esteem, lack of trust, feelings of
abandonment, rejection, chronic health problems, sleeping
problems, inability to attention.In addition to these problems,
physical violence may result in serious threat or injury or murder
if the victim does not leave the relationship. In many cases
perpetrators captured the picture and video of the abusing children
and upload u in cyber world. Children, who have been abused,
attempt to suicide, take drugs, commit crimes, addict in cyber
world, and become violent in their own relationship later in life.
Gretting out of this issue, is a great challenge for us.

We found many touching stories evervday regarding Sexual
harassment of children. 66% of the cases criminal 18 middle aged
known suspect (The Daily ProthomAlo, 06 March 2018). Recently
Two children of age 11 and 13 were raped by respectively 57 and
62 aged known suspects at Mymensingh (The Daily Star, 16 Apnl
2019).

Ryma (fike name), 14 vears old ninth grade student has been
molested and mped by her step-father (52). She is from a well-
known family and her mother is a renowned artist. The little Ryma
came 1o her step-father house at age of two and half. Her step
father used to take care of her from her childhood. He started to
molest her since age 7 which makes her traumatized. She was a
brilliant student but after this incident day by day she lost her
potentiality. Perpetrator threatened her not to disclose otherwise
she will be killed. She tried to commit suicide, Now she is under
treatment Maniya (fake name), 7 vears old child, was victimized
by a psychologically distorted middle-aged man who is her
neighbor. This man not only molested her several times; one day
brutally he cut her sexual organ using blade. By doing this her
) reproductive organ has permanently damaged. She was so
traumatized that she is afraid of any man near her even her father.
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Lota (fake name), 9 years old sireet child was molested and raped
by his known Uncle. That day it was a huge gathering and he took
the chance by giving her a chocolate and raped her, Public rescued
her with bleeding and 100k 10 Hospital. After longtime treatment
she survived but permanently lost her reproductive organ. Sull
naw she is living in slum but crude men criticize her parents that
she is a big source of income without any cost.

Another child of 10 years old named Pinky (fake name) recently
raped by her best friend's grandfather (68). In that day the victim
and her friend were coming from school with that person. He took
‘them to his house and somchow managed to cultivate the victim in
his room and raped her by force. This lintle girl become very
scared and did not share this incident with her parents, She was so
traumatized that she is afraid of any man near her even her father. .
Her mother noticed her changed behavior and tried to give
treatment from local quarks and Neuro-medicine. After finding no
solution as her situation was decreasing, they visit a psychologist
at Victim Support Center, Dhaka Metropolitan Police and there
they got to know that their daughter has been raped. Pinky noticed
that the friend's grandfather pushed a stick into her inner pant
though she has no idea about sexual organ.

In recent days, it is an alarming issue of the day that where and

how the tender aged children are safe?! Are they safe and secured

in their own house with near and dear, school and public space? To

destroy their capacity would we create a big generation gap for our

future? Who will bell the toll? Is it only the responsibility of a

state to protect the children from any kind of sexual harassment ‘
which is happened indoor? Because tender aged children never |
response 10 any unknown person with

any provocation. In most cases they are victimized by near and ‘
dear.

Why the tender aged girls are sexually harassed by middle aged

known suspect? Arc the middle aged aggressive to the minor, 18 it
their part of sadism or perversion? Or they are isolated from their
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are physically and mentally sick?

Lack of psycho-social awarencss is one of the main reasons of it.
Norms, ideas, values and custom of the country are not such strict
that make people fear from the effects of their immediate action
that forbid them from Sexual harassment of children. Moreover,
there is an established idea in the minds of the people that
hmmummmngmcymummnme for it. That
means children flesh is a commodity. It is a mould where anyone
can easily shape or reshape. They are weak, voiceless and hunting.
There is cnough rescarch evidence to suggest that most violent
men refuse to get help through counseling and treatment and will
continue fo abuse children-however long that lasts. It is a
phenomenon as old as our knowledge goes and the search for its
remedy is very old. So, it has profoundly drawn the attention o
think about the remedy of this sexual harassment of children

and also about the pervens.

-l

Farida Yeasmin

Deputy Police Commissioner,

(Professional Standard & Internal Investigation Division)
Dhaka Metropolitan Police
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Women Rights and Gender Equality in
Bangladesh

International organizations have increasingly used the issues
of women rights in their policies and practices since the late
1990s. It is a gender perspective on human rights that is
women rights within the non-traditional issues with specific
implications for women in the context of Bangladesh and
elsewhere. This work examines prospects of gender equality
to ensure women rights and also the intersection of formal
rights with the everyday realities of women characterized by
gender inequalities and poverty, plural legal systems and
diverse cultural norms that can constitute formidable
obstacles to realizing women rights in Bangladesh. This
study suggests that the struggle for gender equality can
create new possibilities and meanings through a politics and
involvement of more women in governance 1o ensure women
empowerment in a developing country like Bangladesh.

In the contemporary world feminist perspectives on the
politics of rights have explored the strategies, tensions and
challenges associated with ‘nghts advocacy’ in a variety of
settings. Various articles on South Asia explore the dilemmas
that arise from feminist praxis in the diverse location, and
address the question of what rights can contribute to
struggles for gender justice. This study seeks to provide an
understanding of the political and social factors as well as
. identification of the capacity of human rights regime to
y develop an effective response to gender governance.
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In Bangladesh, as elsewhere in South Asia, gender
inequality is deeply embedded in the overall governance
structure. Social controls at all levels deprive their
subservience to patriarchal control. In Bangladesh,
traditionally the role of women has been firstly a daughter
who becomes a wife and lastly a mother. Their activities in
the socio-cultural milieu of Bangladesh are primarily
domestic in nature confined to the four walls of a home.
Women are vulnerable and in most of the cases women lack
access to social justice due to race, cthmicity, culture,
religion, social and economic class distributions. In a word,
traditiofally women are discriminated against men from
home to all spheres of life in Bangladesh. The traditional
society of Bangladesh is pervading with patriarchal values.
These consequence result in discrimination of women at
birth leading to deprivation of and access to most of the
opportunities and benefits in family and in societal life, thus
putting women in a disadvantageous position traditionally.

The past few decades have witnessed a steadily increasing
awareness of the need to empower women through measures
to increase social, economic and political equity, and broader
access 1o fundamental human rights, improvements in
nutrition, basic health and education. Along with awareness
of the status of women has come the concept of gender as an
overarching socio-cultural variable, seen in relation to other
factors, such as race, class, age and ethnicity. Gender
equality refers to that stage of human social development at
which the rights, responsibilities and opportunities of
individuals will not be determined by the fact of being bom
male or female. In other words, a stage when both men and
women realize their full potentials.

&




.. e |

According to the article 27 of the Constitution of
Bangladesh, all citizens are equal before law and are entitled
to equal protection of law. Article 28 states that the State
shall not discriminate against any citizen on the grounds of
religion, race, cast, sex or place. In respect to the women,
article 28 also states that "Women shall have equal rights
with men in all spheres of state and public life". Article 28
further states that, "Nothing shall prevent the State from
making special provision in favor of women or for the
advancement of apy backward section of the population.”
The government of Bangladesh reconfirmed the commitment
as laid down in the Constitution t0o women's advancement
and gender equality in the international level. As part of the
commitment, Bangladeshi government ratified the UN
"Convention on the Elimination of All forms of
Discrimination against Women" (CEDAW) in 1984 and
subsequently ratified "Optional Protocol” on CEDAW in
2000. Bangladesh has further made its commitment towards
achieving Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) in recent
years.

Over the years the government's commitments and actions
have resulted in some positive outcomes in the areas of
women advancement and rights. At the social level, women's
mobility and participation in the income generating activities
increased. There has also been improving the status of
women in the family, community and at the national level,
In education, girl's enrollment in primary and secondary
education has increased significantly. The development that
has been made in Bangladesh relating to the law of
’ maintenance is that revision against the certificate of the
Arbitration Council is done by the Assistant Judge, i.c. the



lowest tier of judiciary under the Muslim family Laws
(Amendment) Ordinance of 1985 (Ordinance xiv of 1985),
The special poverty needs of women have been addressed
through various safety net programs like Widows
Allowances, VGD program, Micro credit program, activities
of NGOs ete. In policies, the direct election of the women
members at Union Parishad, Pourasava and City Corporation
wis introduced and one-fourth of the seats are reserved for
the women in Bangladesh. In protecting the violence against
women some special laws like Dowry Prohibition Act, 1980,
Family Law Ordinance, 1985, Prevention of Women and
Child Repression Act, 2000 (revised in 2003) has been
enacted.

Despite the stated progress, the gap between men and
women in almost all areas of life still persist. Due to existing
gap women are sometimes subject to discrimination,
injustice and inequality. This picture, as it takes far more
than changes in law or stated policy to change practices in
the home, community and in the decision-making
environment. Violence against women is sometimes like a
routine, and often condoned. Female sexual slavery and
forced prostitution are still facts of life for some poor people,
often very young women. Forced marriage seems to be a
common feature in rural arcas. The Government has
successfully taken various measures to prevent child
marniage in Bangladesh. To understand the nature of women
participation in decision making, a group of researchers had
done survey on women through random sampling (July,
2019) and their research findings are given below through

pie chart: “
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Figure 1 : The graphical presentation has been addressed
below, which shows that only 44% of the women actively
participate in the decision making activities in their family,
30% of woman participate sometimes, 6% of women
participate few times, 14% of women are inactive at all times
and 03% of the sample have no comments about their
decision making activities in their families:
Waomen Participation in Decision Making
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"Gender governance” is a buzz word which denotes the basic
goals to attain gender equality (also known as gender equity,
gender egalitarianism, or sexual equalty). Although
Bangladesh claims to produce some of the most powerful
women leaders in South Asia, the overall political
participation of women in the country remains dismal
sometimes at the grassroots level. The obstacles to women's
rights and equal participation in the governance structure are
embedded in socio-cultural patterns of living and the
intensely competitive nature of politics in Bangladesh.

k Advocates of women's rights in Bangladesh have positioned
women in Bangladesh today in relation to what has

ra
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undoubtedly become a more contested field of engagement.
The emphasis on women rights offers those working for
gender justice and this is a way to address the current
challenges. Women rights issues are the best ways 1o make a
real difference to women's lives in Bangladesh. Considering
all the factors and circumstances, we need to focus on the
present status of women in the light of gender gap and
inequality with the particular emphasis on Bangladeshi
governance system and also to explore politics pertaining to
women rights and the effectiveness of laws regarding
protection of women rights in the country.

The current situation of gender gap and inequality should be
addressed properly by measuring the extent to which women
in Bangladesh have faced difficulties in dealing with men in
several critical arcas such as cconomic participation and
opportunities, political empowerment, educational
attainment, and overall well being. A country like
Bangladesh under the leadership of current Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina has put relentless efforts to capitalize on the
full potentials of one half of its society to allocate its human
resources and competitive potential of women. As a result
Prime Minster Sheikh Hasina received the lifetime
contribution for women empowerment award in March 2019
and global women's leadership award in April 2019 for her
outstanding contribution to women empowerment in
Bangladesh as well as her dynamic leadership in South Asia.
Bangladesh has been known as a role model in women
empowerment in the past decade. The country is
experiencing remarkable change in society due to its great
efforts and steady progress in gender equality, which helped
Bangladesh to secure the first spot in gender equality (among
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South Asian countries) for the second consecutive year at the
Gender Gap Index of 2017, This index is being prepared by
World Economic Forum that measures economic
participation, education, health and political empowerment
to calculate gender equality of any country in the world.

Representation of women in the Bangladeshi parliament
suggests that a retreat from demanding quotas is not only
needed, but a consideration of the most useful forms of such
reservations is a necessity. Along with this, women's
representation in the bureaucracy and in the structures of
political parties has to be increased to prevent women rights
abuses and also to promote women nights by addressing the
issue of women's equal participation in governance.
Government of Bangladesh has taken various initiatives by
formulating some special laws and national women policies
in ensuring the rights of the women. Mere existence or
formulations of laws are not enough to ensure the nghts of
women. Only after fulfilling the requirements of gender
equality, Bangladesh can march towards ensuring gender
governance, Key focus should be on enforcement of laws
regarding protection of women rights. legal rights and
women participation in central and local governance. This
article suggests that the struggle for gender equality can
create new possibilities and meanings through proper
policies and involvement of more women in govemance
animaled by demands for social and gender justice in
Bangladesh.

Author: Dr, Syeda Nauhsin Parnini
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